At a time when there is a growing tendency for text books to appear in multivolume form, it is refreshing to come across a publication which tackles such a complex topic as protein characterization in a single compact volume. Some would argue that this is an impossible task, and that the authors have been unduly ambitious in trying to deal with protein fractionation and primary structural characterization under the same cover as conformational analysis. But, on the whole, this approach has worked and the Haschemeyers have succeded in producing a remarkably comprehensive book which strikes the right balance between the discussion of basic principles and practical applications.
To take just a few examples at random: if you are looking for an explanation for the manner in which cyanogen bromide cleaves polypeptides or want to know about end-group analysis you will find the information here. Likewise you will be able to obtain answers to those questions which might have puzzled you about protein conformational analysis, such as the significance of the Cotton effect or the value of NMR and hydrogen exchange studies. Inevitably there have been omissions, and the more clinically inclined reader might be disappointed about the relatively scant mention of serum proteins (immunoglobulins, for instance, get very poor coverage). However, as the emphasis is on methodology this is not a serious drawback. I feel certain that many newcomers to the field of protein study will find this book a valuable guide and even the 'old hands' could be caught dipping into it on occasions.
D. R. Stanworth
Disorders of Lipid Metabolism. G. K. MCGOWAN and G. WALTERS (Eds.), British Medical Association, London, 1973. Pp. 79. £2·00.
The symposia organized by the Association of Clinical Pathologists are well regarded, both for the the organization of the occasion and for the publication which usually follows as a supplement to the Journal of Clinical Pathology. These are often limited in their scope to those aspects of the subject that clinical pathologists feel are of practical importance at the time, and about which they feel they ought to be informed. And so it is with this volume. One feels that the omission of the word 'plasma' from the title is a Freudian slip; there are many more aspects to disorders of lipid metabolism than are covered by these 14 contributions.
However, anyone who makes the effort to read these 80 pages and study them as though for an examination will acquire a good working knowledge of this lipoprotein-triglyceride-phospholipid-cholesterol type of metabolism and the few (although important) diseases associated with it. He may then more effectively put flesh on the bones using the more comprehensive text books.
D. N. Raine
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